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Abstract 


This study investigated the effects of peer-assisted learning activities on the academic skills of accounting 
students with 272 accounting students at the University of Saint Louis Tuguegarao currently enrolled in 
the First Semester of School Year 2022-2023 as randomly selected respondents through stratified 
sampling. A researcher-made survey questionnaire was the primary tool in eliciting information which 
contains two parts: the profile variables and the extent of the effect of peer-assisted learning activities on 
students’ academic skills. The data gathered was analyzed using frequency and percentage to describe the 
profile of the respondents, weighted mean to interpret the extent of the effects of peer-assisted learning 
activities on students’ academic skills, and independent sample t-test and one-way analysis of variance to 
determine the significant difference on the extent of the effects of peer-assisted learning activities on 
students’ academic skills. The results revealed that peer-assisted learning activities affect the academic 
skills of the respondents to a great extent, particularly time management, communication, critical 
thinking, and quantitative skills. Further, high involvement in the peer-assisted learning activities 
conducted showed a greater effect on students’ academic skills. 
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Introduction 


The best way to learn and retain something is to teach it to another. Students improve 
their understanding and commitment if they teach or explain the material to someone else, even 
if it is to a computer (Park & Kim, 2016). This psychological phenomenon is known as the 
protégé effect, which underpins the concept of peer-assisted learning, where students or peers 
engage in a two-way, bilateral learning program. Peer-assisted learning is an instructional 
strategy commonly used to supplement and support classroom education where students play the 
roles of mentors and mentees. It is most often referred to as peer tutoring, where academic 
support is provided by students to struggling peers (Chan et al., 2016). Thus, this study used the 
terms interchangeably. In essence, peer tutoring is a learning environment where authority is not 
expended to instigate learning between students who learn together and from each other. This is 
based on the principle that by understanding the subject matter and communicating their ideas to 
one another they can learn from their peers (Boud et al., 2014). Consequently, Inuwa et al. 
(2017) adduced that peer tutoring is an effective learning-centered strategy to ameliorate and 
boost the learning outcomes of students, particularly, their academic achievement. In comparison 
to the sole application of the traditional or typical method of learning, empirical evidence show 
that peer tutoring allows students to have a more active involvement in the learning process by 
giving them the control in the classroom and the opportunity to expound and clarify their ideas in 
a comprehensible manner to their peers (Olulowo et al., 2020). Moreover, findings attested that 
the benefits of peer-assisted learning activities, such as skills enhancement and augmentation of 
positive character towards social responsibilities, do not exclusively affect tutees but also the 
peer tutors (Hodgson et al., 2014). In one way, tutees get to understand, clarify, and learn more 
about the lessons while the tutors get the chance to contribute to the success of their colleagues 
and find purpose and satisfaction from studying to remain credible and competent in imparting 
knowledge (Tan & Gevera, 2020). This strategy, according to Costantini (2015), is an effective 
intervention for improvement of content knowledge and increased understanding of content 
(subject matter). Apart from its impact on students’ academic achievements, Seo and Kim (2019) 
also said that peer tutoring had a positive influence on their communicative and collaborative 
competencies. Although peer-assisted learning activities certainly provide benefits to a great 
extent, there is a gap in the literature on the way it influences other factors such as students’ 
academic skills in other programs. Research on peer-assisted learning activities commonly 


focuses on its effect on the academic performance of the students but little to nothing on their 
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academic skills. Probing deeper into this variable would give a better glimpse of how students 
perform academically using their enhanced or acquired skills. Hence, it is with the paucity in 
literature findings that this study was conducted. It attempted to understand the effects of peer- 


assisted learning activities on the academic skills of accounting students. 


Methodology 

This study utilized a quantitative type of research employing descriptive method. This 
study was conducted at a university in the Philippines with respondents currently enrolled in BS 
Accountancy and BS Management Accounting for the First Semester of School Year 2022 -2023 
because the peer-assisted learning programs of the JPIA are intended for them as a support and to 
supplement their learnings. A researcher-made survey questionnaire was the primary tool in 
eliciting information. Prior to the actual data gathering, the questionnaire was validated by 
experts in research and instrumentation, education, and accounting. Results of the Content 
Validity Index revealed a value of 1.0, which means that the tool is valid. After which, pilot 
testing was conducted involving 15 accounting students to determine the reliability of the tool. 
Results of the reliability test revealed 0.860 Cronbach Alpha value. Hence, the questionnaire is 
reliable. The data gathered in this study was analyzed through the use of descriptive and 
inferential statistics. Frequency and percentage were used to describe the profile of the 
respondents. Likewise, weighted mean was utilized to interpret the extent of the effect of peer- 
assisted learning activities on the academic skills. Concurrently, the significant difference on the 
extent of the effects of peer-assisted learning activities on the academic skills of the respondents 
when grouped according to profile variables was tested using independent sample t-test and one- 


way analysis of variance. 


Findings 

The results revealed that peer-assisted learning activities have a great effect on the time 
management skills of the students. This indicates that by engaging in peer-assisted learning 
activities, students get a thorough understanding of and proficiency with effective task 
prioritization based on substance and urgency. They learn to structure their time based on their 
tasks, allowing them to achieve their objectives and prepare ahead of time for their accounting 
classes. Consequently, they are able to maximize productivity in learning. Furthermore, peer- 
assisted learning activities greatly affect the communication skills of the students. This can be 


attributed to the fact that their confidence and self-motivation are enriched through engagements 
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in the program. Students get to express their understanding and queries without hesitation and 
with conviction to the class. Likewise, they significantly understood the value of accepting 
others’ point of view and responding in a more respectful manner. Accordingly, they become 
more immersed in activities involving diverse individuals and groups. On critical thinking skills, 
peer-assisted learning activities have a positive effect. This implies that they are able to think 
independently while being logical at the same time; improvement in professional judgement is 
achieved. As a result, they are able to recognize the major concerns and premises of an 
argument, identify important relations, make accurate interpretations from data, infer conclusions 
from data or information given, determine if conclusions are justified in light of the facts 
provided, and assess the reliability of evidence or authority. In addition, peer-assisted learning 
activities affect the quantitative skills of the students to a great extent. This means that they can 
precisely interpret problems presented in written, graphical, and numerical formats with ease and 
improvement. In terms of problem solving in their accounting courses, they are able to identify 
the relative importance of every data presented, review and organize it into a useful information, 
while being cautious and attentive to its validity and reliability. In this manner, they are more 
adept to solve problems faster and more accurately. In general, peer-assisted learning activities 
highly affect the academic skills of the respondents. The findings imply that indulging students 
to participate in peer-assisted learning activities is an effective intervention for academic skills 
enhancement. Students attain higher efficiency in learning allowing them to respond to the 
appropriate points in a problem. Subsequently, they comprehend methods and sequences without 
difficulty, resulting to higher conviction when explaining the organized information to others. 
Finally, there is a significant difference on the effect of peer-assisted learning activities on 
students’ academic skills when grouped according to level of involvement. This means that 
involvement in peer-assisted learning activities is a great factor in the enhancement of skills. 


Students who involve themselves more are those who benefit the greatest. 


Conclusion 

This study concludes that peer-assisted learning activities have an effect on the academic 
skills of accounting students. In addition, its effect is greater for those students who are highly 
involved. Based on the findings of this study, this study has found that high involvement in peer- 
assisted learning activities contributes greatly to the academic skills of the students. Thus, the 
organizational officers and accounting instructors should deeply encourage the students to 


participate in these kinds of activities to supplement their learnings and augment their skills. The 
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use of peer-assisted learning activities as a supplemental learning leads to a significant positive 
effect on the academic skills of the accountancy students. In view of this, the administrators of 
the accountancy program should intensively support the activities to better cater the needs of the 
students. A possible extension of this study is to look into the effect of peer-assisted learning 
activities on the academic skills of the respondents through the use of pretest-posttest control 
group. This would better assess the academic skillset of accountancy students when they 
participate or not in peer-assisted learning activities. Likewise, experiences of students in peer- 
assisted learning activities conducted could also be examined. While this study is delimited on 
assessing the effect of peer-assisted learning activities on students’ academic skills, further 
investigation focusing on students’ academic performance is recommended. Future researchers 
may also dwell on exploring and looking into other essential factors that are affected by 
participating in peer-assisted learning activities that would contribute to the students’ success in 


the academic setting. 
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